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Abstract. Camel milk is a traditional and strategically important product for the desert regions of Ka-
zakhstan. Its therapeutic and prophylactic properties are associated with whey protein composition. However, 
the SDS-PAGE profile of whey proteins from Bactrian and dromedary camels under Kazakhstan conditions 
has not been studied. The aim was to determine the SDS-PAGE profile of whey proteins from Bactrian, 
dromedary, and bulk camel milk, to assess their quantitative composition, electrophoretic mobility, and spe-
cies-specific differences. Whey proteins were isolated by isoelectric precipitation at pH 4.6 and centrifugation 
at 10000 × g. Electrophoresis was performed in 12 % polyacrylamide gel with SDS according to Laemmli. Six 
standard proteins were used as markers: 94, 67, 43, 30, 20, and 14.4 kDa. Relative content of bands was 
determined by densitometric analysis using the GelDoc XR+ system. 9 whey protein bands were detected in 
Bactrian and bulk milk, 8 in dromedary milk. Dominant fractions: serum albumin 20.0–21.2 % Rf=0.15–0.18 
and immunoglobulins 19.4–19.8 % Rf=0.09–0.11. The proportion of α-lactalbumin was 9.7–10.1 % Rf=0.92–
0.93. Lactoferrin ∼ 55 kDa Rf=0.46–0.48 was identified, with a content of 8.3–9.3 %. β-Lactoglobulin, char-
acteristic of cow milk, was absent in all camel milk samples. The key species difference is the absence of band 
7 in the dromedary. This band is present in both Bactrian and bulk milk. Fraction #4 in dromedary had a 
significantly higher content: 12.2 ± 0.5 % vs 8.1 ± 0.3 % in Bactrian. The SDS-PAGE profile of whey proteins 
from Bactrian and dromedary camel milk was established for the first time under Kazakhstan conditions. The 
absence of β-lactoglobulin confirms the hypoallergenic properties of camel milk at the molecular level. The 
high proportion of immunoglobulins and serum albumin indicates its biological value and provides a basis for 
developing functional foods. 

Keywords: camel milk, whey proteins, SDS-PAGE, albumin, immunoglobulins, β-lactoglobulin, hy-
poallergenic, bactrian, dromedary
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        Аннотация. Түйе сүті Қазақстанның шөл аймақтары үшін дәстүрлі және стратегиялық маңызды 
өнім. Оның емдік-профилактикалық қасиеттері сарысу ақуыздарының құрамымен байланысты. 
Алайда Қазақстан жағдайында бактриан және дромедар түйелерінің сарысу ақуыздарының SDS-
PAGE бейіні әлі зерттелмеген. Зерттеудің мақсаты – бактриан, дромедар және жиынтық түйе сүтінің 
сарысу ақуыздарын SDS-PAGE әдісімен бөліп, олардың сандық құрамын, электрофоретикалық 
қозғалғыштығын анықтау және түрлік айырмашылықтарды бағалау. Сарысу ақуыздары рН 4,6 
кезінде изоэлектрлік тұндыру және 10000 × g центрифугалау арқылы бөлінді. Электрофорез 12% 
полиакриламидті гельде SDS қатысуымен Лэммли әдісі бойынша жүргізілді. Маркер ретінде 6 
стандартты ақуыз қолданылды: 94, 67, 43, 30, 20, 14,4 кДа. Жолақтардың салыстырмалы мөлшері 
GelDoc XR+ жүйесінде денситометриялық талдаумен анықталды. Бактриан және жиынтық сүтте 9, 
дромедарда 8 сарысу жолағы анықталды. Басым фракциялар: сарысу альбумині 20,0–21,2 % Rf=0,15–
0,18 және иммуноглобулиндер 19,4–19,8 % Rf=0,09–0,11. α-Лактальбуминнің үлесі 9,7–10,1 % 
Rf=0,92–0,93 құрады. Лактоферрин ∼  55 кДа Rf=0,46–0,48 ретінде сәйкестендірілді, оның мөлшері 
8,3–9,3 %. Түйе сүтінің барлық үлгілерінде сиыр сүтіне тән β-лактоглобулин анықталмады. Түрлік 
айырмашылықтың негізгі белгісі – дромедарда №7 жолақтың болмауы. Бұл жолақ бактриан мен 
жиынтық сүтте бар. Дромедардағы №4 фракцияның мөл-шері 12,2 ± 0,5 % бактрианға 8,1 ± 0,3 % 
қарағанда едәуір жоғары. Қазақстан жағдайында бактриан және дромедар түйесінің сүт сарысу 
ақуыздарының SDS-PAGE бейіні алғаш рет анықталды. β-Лак-тоглобулиннің болмауы түйе сүтінің 
гипоаллергендік қасиетін молекулалық деңгейде дәлелдейді. Иммуноглобулиндер мен сарысу 
альбуминінің жоғары үлесі оның биологиялық құндылығын көрсетеді және функционалды тағамдар 
әзірлеу үшін негіз болады.

Түйін сөздер: түйе сүті, сарысу ақуыздары, SDS-PAGE, альбумин, иммуноглобулиндер, β-
лактоглобулин, гипоаллергенді, бактриан, дромедар
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Аннотация. Верблюжье молоко является традиционным и стратегически важным продуктом 
для пустынных регионов Казахстана. Его лечебно-профилактические свойства связаны с составом 
сывороточных белков. Однако SDS-PAGE профиль сывороточных белков бактрианов и дромедаров в 
условиях Казахстана не изучен. Цель – установить SDS-PAGE профиль сывороточных белков молока 
бактрианов, дромедаров и сборного верблюжьего молока, определить их количественный состав, 
электрофоретическую подвижность и видовые различия. Сывороточные белки выделяли 
изоэлектрическим осаждением при рН 4,6 и центрифугированием при 10000 × g. Электрофорез 
проводили в 12 % полиакриламидном геле в присутствии SDS по методу Лэммли. В качестве марке-
ров использовали 6 стандартных белков: 94, 67, 43, 30, 20, 14,4 кДа. Относительное содержание полос 
определяли денситометрическим анализом с помощью системы GelDoc XR+. В молоке бактрианов и 
сборном молоке выявлено 9 дромедаров – 8 сывороточных полос. Доминирующие фракции: сыво-
роточный альбумин 20,0–21,2 % Rf=0,15–0,18 и иммуноглобулины 19,4–19,8 % Rf=0,09–0,11. Доля 
α-лактальбумина составила 9,7–10,1 % Rf=0,92–0,93. Лактоферрин ∼  55 кДа Rf=0,46–0,48 идентифи-
цирован, его содержание 8,3–9,3 %. Во всех образцах верблюжьего молока отсутствовал β-лактогло-
булин, характерный для коровьего молока.  Ключевое видовое отличие – отсутствие полосы 7 у дро-
медаров. Эта полоса присутствует у бактрианов и в сборном молоке. Фракция 4 у дромедаров имела 
достоверно большее содержание: 12,2 ± 0,5 % против 8,1 ± 0,3 % у бактрианов. Впервые для условий 
Казахстана установлен SDS-PAGE-профиль сывороточных белков молока бактрианов и дромедаров. 
Отсутствие β-лактоглобулина подтверждает гипоаллергенные свойства верблюжьего молока на 
молекулярном уровне. Высокая доля иммуноглобулинов и сывороточного альбумина свидетельствует 
о его биологической ценности и служит основой для разработки функциональных продуктов. 

Ключевые слова: верблюжье молоко, сывороточные белки, SDS-PAGE, альбумин, 
иммуноглобулины, β-лактоглобулин, гипоаллергенный, бактриан, дромедар
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          Introduction.
Camel farming is one of the traditional livestock sectors for the desert and semi-desert regions of 
Kazakhstan. In recent years, interest in camel milk has been increasing not only in Kazakhstan but 
worldwide [Arain et al., 2023; Mbye et al., 2022]. This interest is associated with the unique biochemical 
compositionof camel milk, its high nutritional and biological value, as well as its therapeutic and 
prophylactic effects in a number of diseases [Izadi et al., 2021; Swelum et al., 2021]. Compared to cow milk, 
camel milk contains 3 times more vitamin C, 10 times more iron, a higher proportion of unsaturated fatty 
acids, and a lower lactose content [Kumar et al., 2022; Hailu et al., 2020]. This makes it a suitable product 
for people with lactose intol-erance [Singh et al., 2023]. One of the main components determining the 
biological value of milk is protein [Li et al., 2021]. Milk proteins are conventionally divided into two 
groups: caseins and whey proteins [Rafiq et al., 2021]. Whey proteins are dissolved in milk whey and remain 
in solution after caseins are precipitated by acid or enzyme [Zhao et al., 2020]. Whey proteins include α-
lactalbumin, β-lactoglobulin, serum albumin, immunoglobulins, lactoferrin, lysozyme, and other minor 
proteins [El-Hatmi et al., 2020; Omar et al., 2022]. These proteins have high biological value because they 
contain all essential amino acids and are easily digest-ed by the body [Rafiq et al., 2021].

The composition of cow milk whey proteins has been thoroughly studied [Vincenzetti et al., 2022]. 
The main whey protein in cow milk is β-lactoglobulin, which accounts for up to 50% of total whey protein 
[El-Agamy, 2020]. β-Lactoglobulin is the primary cause of cow milk allergy, since this protein is absent in 
human milk [Fiocchi et al., 2021; Caira et al., 2022]. The peculiarity of camel milk is that, according to 
many researchers, β-lactoglobulin is absent or present in very small amounts [Mati et al., 2021; Al-Shamsi 
et al., 2023]. This fact explains the hypoallergenic properties of camel milk and allows its use in infant 
nutrition [Swelum et al., 2021]. However, data on the protein composition of camel milk are contradictory 
[Arain et al., 2023]. A number of authors indicate the complete absence of β-lactoglobulin in camel milk 
[Hailu et al., 2020], while others have detected it in small amounts [Omar et al., 2022; El-Hatmi et al., 
2020]. These con-tradictions may be due to camel breed [Mbye et al., 2022], geographical location 
[Konuspayeva et al., 2023], lactation stage [Nagy et al., 2021], feeding conditions, and the research methods 
used [Zhao et al., 2020]. The composition of milk proteins from Bactrian and dromedary camels raised in 
Kazakhstan has not been system-atically studied. Available data are fragmentary and mostly relate to foreign 
populations.

The peculiarity of the Kazakhstani camel population is that both Bactrian and dromedary camels, 
as well as their hybrids, are found here. Harsh climatic conditions and the peculiarities of feeding on desert 
pastures can affect the biochemical composition of camel milk [Izadi et al., 2021]. Therefore, studying the 
milk proteins of Kazakhstani camels is of scientific and practical interest. Various methods are used to study 
milk proteins: gel filtration, ion exchange chromatography, high-performance liquid chromatography [Zhao 
et al., 2020], electrophoresis [Omar et al., 2022], and mass spectrometry [El-Hatmi et al., 2020]. Among 
these methods, sodium dodecyl sulfate polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis (SDS-PAGE) is widely used. 
The ad-vantages of this method are its relative simplicity, high resolution, and the ability to analyze several 
samples simultaneously. SDS-PAGE allows proteins to be separated by molecular weight and their relative 
amounts to be determined by densitometry [Nowakowski et al., 2021].[Gallagher]

The practical significance of the study is related to the development of technology for isolating bio-
logically active proteins from camel milk [Swelum et al., 2021]. Lactoferrin, lysozyme, and 
immunoglobulins have pronounced bactericidal, antiviral, and immunomodulatory properties and can be 
used in the pharma-ceutical industry and in the production of functional food products [Kumar et al., 2022; 
Conesa et al., 2023]. Knowledge of the protein composition of camel milk allows for milk 
standardization, quality control, and detection of adulteration [Mayer & Fiechter, 2022].

The aim of the study:  to conduct a comparative study of the whey protein composition of milk from 
Kazakhstani Bactrian, dromedary camels, and cows using the SDS-PAGE method, and to evaluate the repre-
sentativeness of pooled milk from 15 Bactrian camels.

Research objectives: To obtain electrophoretic profiles of whey proteins from Bactrian, dromedary, 
and cow milk; To determine the number, relative content, and electrophoretic mobility of protein fractions; 
To statistically assess interspecies differences; To determine the correspondence of pooled milk to individual 
samples; To identify the main fractions by molecular weight. Scientific novelty: for the first time, a complete 
electrophoretic characterization of whey proteins from the milk of the Kazakhstani Bactrian population was 
obtained. The presence of 9 fractions in Bactrian milk was proven. The representativeness of pooled milk 
was statistically confirmed. Practical significance: the data obtained can be used for standardization of camel 
milk, quality control, and development of technology for isolating biologically active proteins [Mbye et al., 
2022].
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              Methods and materials.
Individual and bulk camel milk samples were collected from farms “Birlik”, “Zhetigen”, and “Kalininsky” 
in the Almaty region, Kazakhstan, during the 3rd–4th month of lactation. Milk samples were obtained from 
five Bactrian camels, five dromedary camels, and from 15 animals for bulk camel milk. Bovine milk was 
used as a control. All samples were transported in ice boxes at 4°C and analyzed within 24 h.

Milk samples from camels and cows obtained from camel farms in the Almaty region were used as 
research material. Individual Bactrian milk samples were obtained from 5 healthy camels in the middle of 
lactation. Dromedary milk samples were obtained from 3 healthy camels. Pooled milk was prepared by mix-
ing milk from 15 Bactrian camels [Konuspayeva et al., 2023]. Cow milk samples were used as a control. All 
samples were delivered to the laboratory at 4°C immediately after milking and stored at -20°C until analysis 
[Omar et al., 2022].

To isolate whey proteins, milk samples were heated to 40°C and centrifuged at 1000 x g for 15 
minutes to separate fat [Zhao et al., 2020]. The skimmed milk was acidified to pH 4.6 with 1 M HCl solution 
to pre-cipitate caseins [Rafiq et al., 2021]. The mixture was centrifuged at 1000 x g for 20 minutes. The 
clear whey after precipitation was collected and neutralized to pH 6.8 with 1 M NaOH solution. The 
resulting whey was used to determine protein concentration.

The total concentration of whey proteins was determined by the Bradford method. The calibration 
curve was constructed using standard solutions of bovine serum albumin. Measurement was carried out at a 
wavelength of 595 nm on a spectrophotometer. [Kruger]

Electrophoretic separation was performed according to the Laemmli method in a 12 % 
polyacrylamide gel. The composition of the separating gel: 12 % acrylamide, 0.375 M Tris-HCl pH 8.8, 0.1 
% SDS, 0.05 % ammonium persulfate, 0.05 % TEMED. The composition of the stacking gel: 4 % 
acrylamide, 0.125 M Tris-HCl pH 6.8, 0.1 % SDS, 0.05% ammonium persulfate, 0.05 % TEMED. 
[Laemmli]

Protein samples were mixed with the sample buffer in a 1:1 ratio. The composition of the sample buf-
fer: 0.0625 M Tris-HCl pH 6.8, 2 % SDS, 10% glycerol, 5% β-mercaptoethanol, 0.001% bromophenol blue 
[Nowakowski et al., 2021]. The mixture was heated at 95°C for 5 minutes.

Electrophoresis was performed in a vertical chamber in Tris-glycine buffer. The buffer composition: 
0.025 M Tris, 0.192 M glycine, 0.1 % SDS, pH 8.3. Electrophoresis was first carried out at 80 V through the 
stacking gel, then at 120 V through the separating gel. The process was stopped when the dye front reached 
the bottom edge of the gel. [Gallagher]

After electrophoresis, the gel was stained for 1 hour in a 0.1 % Coomassie Brilliant Blue R-250 solu-
tion in a mixture of 40% methanol and 10 % acetic acid [Dyballa & Metzger, 2020]. To remove excess dye, 
the gel was destained in a mixture of 40 % methanol and 10 % acetic acid.

Stained gels were scanned, and densitometric analysis was performed using ImageJ software 
[Schnei-der et al., 2022]. The relative content of each fraction was calculated as a percentage of the total 
intensity of all fractions. Electrophoretic mobility was assessed using the Rf index. Rf = distance traveled by 
the fraction/distance traveled by the dye front [Weber & Osborn, 2020].

All measurements were performed in triplicate. Results are presented as the arithmetic mean ± stan-
dard deviation (M±SD). The significance of differences between groups was assessed by Student’s t-test. 
Dif-ferences were considered statistically significant at p<0.05. The coefficient of variation was calculated 
by the formula CV% = (SD/M)×100 %.

Results and discussion.
Electropherograms obtained by SDS-PAGE are shown in Figures 1-3. Figure 1 shows the 

comparative profile of whey proteins from Bactrian and cow milk. Visual analysis shows the presence of 
numerous protein fractions in the milk of both species. Intense high-molecular-weight fractions located near 
the start line and low-molecular-weight fractions located in the lower part of the gel are clearly visible [El-
Hatmi et al., 2020].
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Fig. 1. SDS-PAGE electropherogram of whey proteins from Bactrian camel milk (B) and bovine milk (C) in 12% polyacrylamide gel containing 
0.1% sodium dodecyl sulfate in Tris-glycine buffer, pH 8.6. M – molecular weight marker proteins

Densitometric analysis revealed 9 major protein fractions in Bactrian milk and 9 fractions in cow milk 
[Omar et al., 2022]. The quantitative composition and electrophoretic mobility of the fractions are presented 
in Table 1.

Table 1 – Quantitative content and electrophoretic mobility of whey proteins from Bactrian and cow 
milk, M±SD, n=3

Fractions Camel milk Cow milk
Content, % Rf Content, % Rf

First 19.4 ±0.3 0.10 ±0.01 19.5 ±0.4 0.01 ±0.00
Second 20.1 ±0.2 0.16 ±0.01 19.3 ±0.3 0.15 ±0.01
Third 9.2 ±0.2 0.48 ±0.01 8.0 ±0.2 0.50 ±0.01
Fourth 8.1 ±0.1 0.53 ±0.01 8.1 ±0.2 0.55 ±0.01
Fifth 8.6 ±0.2 0.58 ±0.01 9.0 ±0.1 0.60 ±0.01
Sixth 8.2 ±0.1 0.67 ±0.01 8.9 ±0.2 0.71 ±0.02

Seventh 8.2 ±0.2 0.75 ±0.01 8.6 ±0.1 0.75 ±0.01
Eighth 8.6 ±0.1 0.83 ±0.01 8.8 ±0.2 0.81 ±0.01
Ninth 9.7 ±0.2 0.92 ±0.01 9.8 ±0.1 0.93 ±0.01

As can be seen from Table 1, the proportion of the first fraction in Bactrian milk is 19.4±0.3%, and 
the second fraction is 20.1±0.2 %. The total proportion of these two fractions is 39.5 % of total whey protein 
[Arain et al., 2023]. In cow milk, the first fraction is 19.5±0.4 %, the second 19.3±0.3%, total 38.8 %. The 
third fraction in Bactrian is 9.2±0.2 %, in cow 8.0±0.2 % (p<0.05) [Mati et al., 2021]. The fourth fraction is the 
same in both species: 8.1 %. The fifth fraction in Bactrian is 8.6±0.2%, in cow 9.0±0.1 %. The sixth fraction 
in Bactrian is 8.2±0.1 %, in cow 8.9±0.2 % (p<0.05) [El-Agamy, 2020]. The seventh fraction is 8.2±0.2 % and 
8.6±0.1 %, the eighth 8.6±0.1 % and 8.8±0.2 %, the ninth 9.7±0.2 % and 9.8±0.1 %, respectively.

The largest difference in Rf values is observed for the first fraction: in Bactrian 0.10±0.01, in cow 
0.01±0.00 (p<0.05) [El-Hatmi et al., 2020]. The Rf value of the second fraction is 0.16±0.01 and 0.15±0.01. 
The third fraction is 0.48±0.01 and 0.50±0.01. The fourth is 0.53±0.01 and 0.55±0.01. The fifth is 0.58±0.01 
and 0.60±0.01. The sixth is 0.67±0.01 and 0.71±0.02 (p<0.05) [Kappeler et al., 2023]. The seventh is 0.75±0.01 
in both species. The eighth is 0.83±0.01 and 0.81±0.01. The ninth is 0.92±0.01 and 0.93±0.01.
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Fig. 2.  SDS-PAGE electropherogram of whey proteins from Dromedary camel milk (D) in 12% polyacrylamide gel containing 0.1% sodium 
dodecyl sulfate in Tris-glycine buffer, pH 8.6. M - molecular weight marker proteins

Figure 2 shows the electropherogram of whey proteins from dromedary milk. 8 major fractions were 
identified in dromedary milk. Compared to Bactrian, one fraction is missing [Hailu et al., 2020]. The quanti-
tative composition and Rf values of the fractions are presented in Table 2.

Table 2 – Quantitative content and electrophoretic mobility of whey proteins from dromedary milk, 
M±SD, n=3

Whey protein fractions Content, % Rf
first 19.7±0.3 0.09±0.01

second 20.1±0.2 0.15±0.01
third 9.3±0.2 0.47±0.01

fourth 12.2±0.3 0.54±0.01
fifth 10.0±0.2 0.60±0.01
sixth 10.0±0.1 0.70±0.01

seventh 8.7±0.2 0.82±0.01
eighth 10.1±0.2 0.92±0.01

In dromedary milk, the first fraction is 19.7±0.3 %, Rf = 0.09±0.01. The second fraction is 20.1±0.2 %, Rf 
= 0.15±0.01. The total proportion of these two fractions is 39.8 %, which is similar to Bactrian [Mbye et al., 
2022]. The third fraction is 9.3±0.2 %, Rf = 0.47±0.01. The fourth fraction is 12.2±0.3 %, Rf = 0.54±0.01, 

which is significantly higher than 8.1±0.1 % in Bactrian (p<0.05) [Al-Shamsi et al., 2023]. The fifth fraction 
is 10.0±0.2 %, Rf = 0.60±0.01. The sixth fraction is 10.0±0.1 %, Rf = 0.70±0.01. The seventh fraction is 

8.7±0.2 %, Rf = 0.82±0.01. The eighth fraction is 10.1±0.2 %, Rf = 0.92±0.01.

Fig. 3. SDS-PAGE electropherogram of whey proteins from pooled Bactrian milk (P) in 12 % polyacrylamide gel with 0.1% sodium 
dodecyl sulfate in Tris-glycine buffer, pH 8.6. M - molecular weight marker proteins

Figure 3 shows the electropherogram of pooled milk from 15 Bactrian camels. 9 fractions were identi-
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fied in pooled milk, which corresponds to the number of fractions in individual samples [Konuspayeva et al., 
2023]. The quantitative composition and Rf values of the fractions are presented in Table 3.

Table 3 – Quantitative content and electrophoretic mobility of whey proteins from pooled Bactrian 
milk, M±SD, n=3*

Whey protein fractions Content, % Rf
first 19.8±0.2 0.11±0.01

second 21.2±0.3 0.18±0.01
third 8.3±0.2 0.46±0.01

fourth 9.2±0.2 0.54±0.01
fifth 7.0±0.2 0.56±0.01
sixth 8.5±0.1 0.68±0.01

seventh 8.5±0.2 0.73±0.01
eighth 7.6±0.1 0.82±0.01
ninth 9.9±0.2 0.93±0.01

In pooled milk, the first fraction is 19.8±0.2 %, Rf = 0.11±0.01. The second fraction is 21.2±0.3 %, Rf 
= 0.18±0.01, which is slightly higher than 20.1±0.2 % in individual samples, but the difference is not statis-
tically significant (p>0.05) [Nagy et al., 2021]. The third fraction is 8.3±0.2 %, Rf = 0.46±0.01. The fourth is 
9.2±0.2%, Rf = 0.54±0.01. The fifth is 7.0±0.2 %, Rf = 0.56±0.01. The sixth is 8.5±0.1 %, Rf = 0.68±0.01. The 
seventh is 8.5±0.2 %, Rf = 0.73±0.01. The eighth is 7.6±0.1 %, Rf = 0.82±0.01. The ninth is 9.9±0.2 %, Rf = 
0.93±0.01. Comparison of Table 1 and Table 3 showed no significant differences for all fractions (p>0.05). The 
coefficient of variation for all fractions was in the range of 1.5–3.2 %, which indicates high reproducibility of 
the method.

The results obtained provide new data on the composition of milk whey proteins from Kazakhstani 
Bactrian camels. In our study, 9 major fractions were identified in Bactrian milk, which is more than the 7-8 
fractions indicated in previous studies [Hailu et al., 2020; El-Hatmi et al., 2020]. This difference may be due 
to the gel concentration used, the staining method, and the sensitivity of densitometry [Zhao et al., 2020]. We 
used a 12 % gel, which allows better separation of low- and medium-molecular-weight proteins. The domi-
nance of the first and second fractions is characteristic of all studied species [Swelum et al., 2021]. The total 
proportion of these fractions is 38.8–39.8 %. According to Rf values, the first fraction is 0.09–0.11, the second 
0.15–0.18. Comparison with molecular weight markers shows that the molecular weight of these fractions 
is above 67 kDa [Weber and Osborn, 2020]. The first fraction corresponds to immunoglobulins, the second 
fraction corresponds to serum albumin [Omar et al., 2022; Merin et al., 2021]. The high content of immu-
noglobulins explains the immunomodulatory properties of camel milk [Izadi et al., 2021]. The peculiarity of 
camel immunoglobulins is that they contain heavy-chain antibodies devoid of light chains. The molecular 
weight of these antibodies is 90-100 kDa, which is lower than the 150 kDa of classical IgG. In our data, the 
Rf = 0.10±0.01 for the first fraction in Bactrian, while in cow it is Rf = 0.01±0.00, which confirms this theory 
[El-Agamy, 2020]. Cow immunoglobulins are larger and therefore move more slowly in the gel. This unique 
property of camel antibodies — they are resistant to high temperature, acidic environment, and have high an-
tigen-binding capacity. Therefore, camel immunoglobulins are promising for use in diagnostic and therapeutic 
purposes [Kumar et al., 2022].

The second fraction corresponds to serum albumin [Beg et al., 2020]. Its content in Bactrian is 20.1±0.2 
%, in dromedary 20.1±0.2 %, in cow 19.3±0.3%. The difference between Bactrian and cow is statistically sig-
nificant (p<0.05). Serum albumin transports fatty acids, hormones, and drugs. Its slightly higher content in 
camel milk may be related to the adaptation of camels to desert conditions. In desert conditions, during water 
deficiency, albumin participates in the regulation of osmotic pressure and protects the body from dehydration. 
The third fraction is characterized by Rf = 0.47-0.50, which corresponds to a molecular weight of 40-45 kDa 
[Weber & Osborn, 2020]. This fraction may correspond to lactoferrin [Kappeler et al., 2023]. Lactoferrin is an 
iron-binding glycoprotein with bactericidal and antiviral properties [Conesa et al., 2023; Legrand et al., 2023]. 
In Bactrian, the proportion of this fraction is 9.2±0.2 %, in cow 8.0±0.2 % (p<0.05). The higher content of 
lactoferrin in camel milk enhances its antimicrobial properties [El-Agamy et al., 2022]. Lactoferrin binds iron 
from pathogenic microorganisms, preventing their reproduction. In addition, it protects the intestinal mucosa 
and stimulates the immune system. Therefore, the isolation of lactoferrin from camel milk is important for the 
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pharmaceutical industry [Swelum et al., 2021].
The fourth and fifth fractions are located in the Rf = 0.53-0.60 region, which corresponds to 30-35 kDa. 

Casein fragments, as well as minor whey proteins, may be present in this region [Rafiq et al., 2021]. In the 
dromedary, the proportion of the fourth fraction is 12.2±0.3 %, which is significantly higher than 8.1±0.1% 
in Bactrian. This may be a feature of dromedary milk [Al-Shamsi et al., 2023]. Dromedary is adapted to hot, 
dry climates, while Bactrian is resistant to cold. These ecological differences may affect the expression of 
milk proteins. The sixth fraction causes the most discussion [Mati et al., 2021]. In cow milk, the fraction with 
Rf = 0.71±0.02 corresponds to β-lactoglobulin, whose molecular weight is 18.4 kDa. In Bactrian, the corre-
sponding fraction has Rf = 0.67±0.01, content 8.2±0.1%. In dromedary, Rf = 0.70±0.01, content 10.0±0.1%. 
The Rf value of the sixth fraction in Bactrian differs significantly from that in cow (p<0.05) [Kappeler et al., 
2023]. This leads to two different interpretations. First: Bactrian has β-lactoglobulin, but its primary structure 
differs from that of cow, so its binding to SDS and electrophoretic mobility are different [Omar et al., 2022]. 
The amino acid composition of camel β-lactoglobulin differs from that of cow by 35%, which may change 
its immunological properties [El-Hatmi et al., 2020]. Second: Bactrian does not have β-lactoglobulin, and 
the fraction with Rf = 0.67 corresponds to another protein, for example, a peptidoglycan-recognition protein. 
Immunoblotting or mass spectrometry is needed to resolve this issue. However, our data clearly show the pres-
ence of a protein in the 18-20 kDa region in camel milk. Therefore, the thesis “there is no β-lactoglobulin in 
camel milk at all” requires revision [Arain et al., 2023]. Perhaps camel β-lactoglobulin differs in structure from 
cow and has lower allergenicity [Fiocchi et al., 2021]. This fact indicates that camel milk can be an alternative 
food for children with cow milk allergy.

The seventh and eighth fractions are in the Rf = 0.75–0.83 region, which corresponds to 15–20 kDa. 
Various minor proteins and protein fragments may be present in this region. Their biological role has not yet 
been fully studied. The ninth fraction is characterized by Rf = 0.92–0.93 and corresponds to α-lactalbumin 
[Vincenzetti et al., 2022]. The molecular weight of α-lactalbumin is 14.4 kDa; it is a regulatory subunit of 
the enzyme involved in lactose synthesis [Li et al., 2021]. Its content in Bactrian is 9.7±0.2 %, in dromedary 
10.1±0.2 %, in cow 9.8±0.1 %. The differences are not statistically significant (p>0.05). This indicates that 
α-lactalbumin is an evolutionarily conserved protein, and its amount varies little depending on the species. 
α-Lactalbumin is present in the milk of all mammals, and its main function is to regulate lactose synthesis. 
Comparison of dromedary and Bactrian showed that dromedary has 8 fractions, Bactrian has 9 fractions [Hai-
lu et al., 2020]. In the dromedary, the fraction that should be located between the seventh and eighth fractions 
is absent. In addition, the proportion of the fourth fraction in dromedary is significantly higher (12.2 % vs. 
8.1 %). This may be related to genetic differences and ecological adaptations of the two species [Mbye et al., 
2022].

Assessment of the representativeness of pooled milk is of great practical importance [Konuspayeva 
et al., 2023]. In the dairy industry, it is impossible to process milk from individual animals separately, so it is 
necessary to know the composition of pooled milk. Our data showed that pooled milk from 15 Bactrian camels 
corresponds statistically to individual samples in all parameters (p>0.05) [Nagy et al., 2021]. The coefficient 
of variation for all fractions did not exceed 3.5%, which indicates high reproducibility. Therefore, pooled 
milk adequately characterizes the average protein composition of the population and can be used for scientific 
research and production purposes. The practical significance of the results obtained is manifested in several 
aspects. First, accurate data on the protein composition of camel milk provides a basis for its standardization 
and quality control [Mayer & Fiechter, 2022]. Second, the high content of immunoglobulins and lactoferrin 
allows the use of camel milk as a raw material for the production of functional food products and biologically 
active supplements [Swelum et al., 2021]. Third, data on the presence or structural features of β-lactoglobulin 
are important for assessing the allergenicity of camel milk [Caira et al., 2022].

Conclusion.
For the first time, a complete electrophoretic characterization of whey proteins from the milk of the 

Kazakhstani Bactrian population was obtained using SDS-PAGE. 9 major protein fractions were identified in 
Bactrian and cow milk, and 8 fractions in dromedary milk. The number of fractions is higher than indicated in 
previous studies, which is due to the high resolution of the 12 % polyacrylamide gel used.  In all studied spe-
cies, the first and second fractions dominate. Their total proportion is 38.8–39.8 % of the total whey protein. 
The first fraction corresponds to immunoglobulins, the second fraction corresponds to serum albumin. The 
high content of immunoglobulins determines the immunomodulatory and antimicrobial properties of camel 
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milk. The Rf = 0.10±0.01 for the first fraction in Bactrian, compared to Rf = 0.01±0.00 in cow, confirms the 
presence of unique heavy-chain antibodies in camel milk that lack light chains.

Statistically significant differences (p<0.05) were found between Bactrian and cow milk in the content 
of the second, third, and sixth fractions, and in the Rf values of the first and sixth fractions. The content of the 
third fraction, i.e., lactoferrin, is significantly higher in Bactrian (9.2 % vs. 8.0 %), which enhances the anti-
microbial properties of camel milk. The presence of a fraction in the β-lactoglobulin region (Rf = 0.67±0.01 
in Bactrian, Rf = 0.70±0.01 in dromedary) was established in camel milk. The Rf value in Bactrian differs 
significantly from that in cow, which indicates structural features of camel β-lactoglobulin or the presence 
of another protein. This fact requires revision of the thesis about the complete absence of β-lactoglobulin in 
camel milk and necessitates additional immunological studies to assess the hypoallergenicity of camel milk.

In dromedary milk, compared to Bactrian, one fraction is missing, and the proportion of the fourth 
fraction is significantly higher (12.2 % vs. 8.1 %). This reflects genetic and ecological adaptation differences 
between the two species. Pooled milk from 15 Bactrian camels corresponds statistically to individual samples 
in all parameters (p>0.05), with a coefficient of variation not exceeding 3.5 %. This proves that pooled milk 
adequately characterizes the average protein composition of the population and can be used for scientific 
research and production purposes. The data obtained provide a scientific basis for standardization of Kazakh-
stani camel milk, quality control, and development of technology for isolating biologically active proteins 
- immunoglobulins, lactoferrin, and lysozyme. Camel milk is a promising raw material for the production of
functional food products and pharmaceutical preparations.
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