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Abstract. Introduction. In urban and industrial landscapes, soil degradation directly affects the 
quality of agricultural land, ecosystem sustainability, and infrastructure. Therefore, mapping soil erosion and 
quantitatively assessing its intensity are important components of land resource management. Soil erosion is one 
of the major environmental processes leading to land degradation in urbanized and industrial areas. This paper 
examines the spatial distribution and intensity of soil erosion within the territory of Ust-Kamenogorsk, East 
Kazakhstan. Objective. To assess the spatial patterns and intensity levels of soil erosion in Ust-Kamenogorsk 
using the RUSLE (Revised Universal Soil Loss Equation) model. Materials and Methods. 1) calculation of R, 
K, LS, C, and P factors based on remote sensing and open spatial data; 2) modeling of average annual soil loss 
for 2014 and 2024; 3) analysis of the spatial distribution of soil erosion categories (0–75, 75–150, 150–225, 
225–300, and ≥300 t/ha/year); 4) assessment of temporal changes in erosion processes and identification of 
erosion-prone areas. Results and Discussion. The modeling results showed the predominance of low soil 
erosion rates: the proportion of areas belonging to the 0–75 t/ha/year category was 68 % in 2014 and 64 % in 
2024. Significant changes were observed in the medium and high erosion categories: the share of the 75–150 t/
ha/year category slightly decreased (from 19 % to 18 %), whereas the 150–225 t/ha/year and 225–300 t/ha/year 
categories increased from 6 % to 7 % and from 3 % to 4 %, respectively. The most significant changes were 
observed in high-risk erosion zones: the proportion of areas with soil losses ≥150 t/ha/year increased from 13 
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% in 2014 to 18 % in 2024, while the highest category (≥300 t/ha/year) increased from 3 % to 7 %. Conclusion. 
The obtained results indicate that low erosion classes still dominate within the territory of Ust-Kamenogorsk; 
however, there is a trend toward the expansion of areas with high soil losses. This highlights the need to 
strengthen soil conservation measures in erosion-prone sloping areas. The study confirms the effectiveness 
of the RUSLE model for assessing spatial changes in soil erosion and demonstrates its applicability for land 
resource management and the planning of erosion control measures.

Keywords: soil erosion, predictive models, RUSLE, East Kazakhstan Region, QGIS
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Аннотация. Кіріспе. Урбандық және өнеркәсіптік ландшафттарда топырақтың деградациясы 
ауыл шаруашылығы жерлерінің сапасына, экожүйелердің тұрақтылығына және инфрақұрылымға ті-
келей әсер етеді. Осыған байланысты топырақ эрозиясын картаға түсіру және оның қарқындылығын 
сандық бағалау жер ресурстарын басқарудың маңызды бөлігі болып табылады. Топырақ эрозиясы 
урбандалған және өнеркәсіптік аумақтарда жер ресурстарының деградациясына әкелетін негізгі эко-
логиялық процестердің бірі болып табылады. Бұл мақалада Шығыс Қазақстандағы Өскемен қаласы-
ның аумағында топырақ эрозиясының кеңістіктік таралуы мен қарқындылығы қарастырылды. Мақса-
ты. Өскемен қаласы аумағында RUSLE (Revised Universal Soil Loss Equation) моделін қолдану 
арқылы топырақ эрозиясының кеңістіктік үлгілерін және қарқын деңгейлерін бағалау. 
Материалдар мен әдістер. 1) R, K, LS, C және P факторларын қашықтықтан зондтау және ашық 
кеңістіктік деректер негізінде есептеу; 2) 2014 және 2024 жылдар үшін орташа жылдық топырақ 
жоғалуын модельдеу; 3) топырақ эрозиясы санаттарының (0–75, 75–150, 150–225, 225–300 және ≥300 
т/га/жыл) кеңістіктік таралуын талдау; 4) эрозиялық процестердің уақыт бойынша өзгерісін
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бағалау және эрозияға бейім аймақтарды айқындау. Нәтижелер мен талқылау. Модельдеу 
нәтижелері топырақ эрозиясының төмен қарқындары басым екенін көрсетті: 0–75 т/га/жыл санатына 
жататын аумақтардың үлесі 2014 жылы 68 %, ал 2024 жылы 64 % болды. Орташа және жоғары эрозия 
қарқындарының үлесінде айтарлықтай өзгерістер байқалды: 75–150 т/га/жыл санатының үлесі сәл 
төмендесе (19 %-дан 18 %-ға дейін), 150–225 т/га/жыл және 225–300 т/га/жыл санаттарында 
сәйкесінше 6 %-дан 7 %-ға және 3 %-дан 4%-ға дейін өсім тіркелді. Ең маңызды өзгерістер жоғары 
эрозиялық қауіпті аймақтарда байқалды: ≥150 т/га/жыл деңгейіндегі топырақ жоғалту үлесі 2014 
жылғы 13 %-дан 2024 жылы 18 %-ға дейін артты, ал ең жоғары санат (≥300 т/га/жыл) 3 %-дан 7 %-ға 
дейін ұлғайды. Қорытынды. Алынған нәтиже-лер Өскемен қаласы аумағында жалпы төмен 
эрозиялық сыныптардың басымдығы сақталғанымен, жоғары топырақ жоғалту санаттарының кеңею 
үрдісі жүріп жатқанын көрсетті. Бұл эрозияға бейім еңісті аймақтарда топырақты қорғау шараларын 
күшейту қажеттігін айқындайды. Зерттеу RUSLE мо-делінің топырақ эрозиясының кеңістіктік 
өзгерістерін бағалауда тиімді құрал екенін және оны жер ресурстарын басқару мен эрозияға қарсы 
шараларды жоспарлауда қолдануға болатынын дәлелдейді. 
          Түйін сөздер: топырақ эрозиясы, предиктивті модельдер, RUSLE, Шығыс Қазақстан облысы, 
QGIS
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Аннотация. Введение. В урбанизированных и промышленных ландшафтах деградация почв 
оказывает непосредственное влияние на качество сельскохозяйственных земель, устойчивость экоси-
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стем и инфраструктуру. В связи с этим картографирование почвенной эрозии и количественная оценка 
её интенсивности являются важной частью управления земельными ресурсами. Почвенная эрозия яв-
ляется одним из основных экологических процессов, приводящих к деградации земельных ресурсов 
на урбанизированных и промышленных территориях. В данной статье рассмотрены пространственное 
распределение и интенсивность почвенной эрозии на территории города Усть-Каменогорск Восточно-
го Казахстана. Цель. Оценить пространственные закономерности и уровни интенсивности почвенной 
эрозии на территории города Усть-Каменогорск с использованием модели RUSLE (Revised Universal 
Soil Loss Equation). Материалы и методы. 1) расчёт факторов R, K, LS, C и P на основе данных дис-
танционного зондирования и открытых пространственных данных; 2) моделирование среднегодовых 
потерь почвы за 2014 и 2024 годы; 3) анализ пространственного распределения категорий почвенной 
эрозии (0–75, 75–150, 150–225, 225–300 и ≥300 т/га/год); 4) оценка временных изменений эрозионных 
процессов и выявление эрозионно-опасных территорий. Результаты и обсуждение. Результаты моде-
лирования показали преобладание низких уровней почвенной эрозии: доля территорий, относящихся 
к категории 0–75 т/га/год, составила 68 % в 2014 году и 64 % в 2024 году. Существенные изменения 
наблюдались в категориях средней и высокой эрозии: доля категории 75–150 т/га/год незначительно 
снизилась (с 19 % до 18 %), тогда как в категориях 150–225 т/га/год и 225–300 т/га/год был зафикси-
рован рост соответственно с 6 % до 7 % и с 3 % до 4 %. Наиболее значительные изменения отмечены 
в зонах высокого эрозионного риска: доля территорий с потерями почвы ≥150 т/га/год увеличилась с 
13 % в 2014 году до 18 % в 2024 году, а доля наивысшей категории (≥300 т/га/год) возросла с 3 % до 7 
%. Заключение. Полученные результаты показали, что на территории города Усть-Каменогорска сохра-
няется преобладание низких эрозионных классов, однако наблюдается тенденция к расширению зон с 
высокими потерями почвы. Это указывает на необходимость усиления почвозащитных мероприятий 
на эрозионно-опасных склонах. Исследование подтверждает эффективность модели RUSLE для оцен-
ки пространственных изменений почвенной эрозии и возможность её применения при управлении 
земельными ресурсами и планировании противоэрозионных мероприятий.

Ключевые слова: почвенная эрозия, предиктивные модели, RUSLE, Восточно-Казахстанская 
область, QGIS
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Introduction.
Controlling soil erosion is one of the key tasks in contemporary land management and environmental 

protection, because soil degradation directly affects agricultural productivity, ecosystem stability, and food 
security. Erosive processes driven by natural factors (rainfall, wind, topography) and human activities 
(inappropriate farming practices, deforestation, overgrazing) lead to declining soil fertility, loss of the humus 
layer, and deterioration of physical and chemical soil properties. As a result, the need for systematic monitoring 
of soil conditions is growing, enabling timely identification of erosion‑prone areas and assessment of the 
intensity of ongoing processes.

The consequences of these processes are not limited to agriculture: in eroded areas landforms are 
altered, siltation of rivers and reservoirs increases, and hazards to infrastructure (roads, bridges, engineering 
networks) become more pronounced. Along with fine soil particles, nutrients, pesticide residues, and heavy 
metals are transported, contaminating downstream lowlands and aquatic systems. This, on the one hand, 
reduces crop yields on arable land and, on the other hand, undermines water and food security. Therefore, 
soil erosion must be considered as a multifactor process affecting natural and production systems, and its 
management requires an integrated approach.

In Kazakhstan, soil erosion and degradation are among the most widespread environmental problems. 
Approximately 70–90 million hectares of the country’s territory are affected to varying degrees by erosion and 
degradation processes, which reduce the productivity of agricultural lands and threaten the stability of natural 
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ecosystems. The main types of soil erosion are wind and water erosion, which are particularly severe in arid 
and semi‑arid regions and in areas with high anthropogenic pressure (intensive tillage, overgrazing, reduction 
of forest cover) [Zhumadilova, 2017].

The spatial structure of erosive processes in Kazakhstan is also linked to historical land‑use patterns. 
During the Soviet period, the sharp expansion of cultivated land, large‑scale development of virgin and fallow 
lands, and reduction of forest and shrub areas weakened soil structural stability in many regions. Extensive, 
uniform ploughing and insufficient shelterbelts to protect soils from wind contributed to intensifying wind 
erosion, whereas in irrigated farming areas, water and irrigation erosion became dominant issues. Currently, 
increasing aridity of the climate, more frequent extreme weather events, and ongoing changes in agricultural 
systems are further reinforcing these trends, making it necessary to reassess the effectiveness of anti‑erosion 
measures.

The soil cover of Kazakhstan follows a latitudinal zonal pattern: in the lowland part of the country, 
three to four major zones are distinguished (chernozem, dark chestnut, chestnut, and light chestnut soils), while 
in the mountainous areas soil types such as mountain‑forest, mountain‑steppe, and meadow soils develop in 
accordance with altitudinal belts. Under such diverse soil‑climatic conditions, erosion processes manifest 
differently: in northern chernozem regions water erosion is more common, whereas in southern chestnut and 
light chestnut soils wind erosion and deflation prevail [Sikhanova et al., 2025].

Around Oskemen, in addition to grey‑brown and chestnut soils, mountain‑steppe and meadow‑alluvial 
soil types occur in foothill and mountain belts. In areas where these soils have light texture and weak 
structural stability, water and wind erosion can intensify, resulting in gully formation on slopes and enhanced 
deflation on open surfaces. Thus, studying soil erosion and contamination processes in and around Oskemen 
city is particularly relevant for ensuring regional environmental safety and rational use of land resources 
[Kydyrkhanova, 2024].

A distinctive feature of Oskemen is the overlap between soil erosion and chemical contamination 
processes. Mechanical erosion of soils contaminated by heavy metals accelerates their spatial redistribution 
and may extend contamination beyond industrial sites into surrounding areas.

Modern monitoring approaches combine remote sensing, geographic information systems, and field 
investigations, providing an integrated framework for analysing and predicting erosion phenomena. The 
resulting data form the basis for developing effective measures to prevent land degradation, such as soil 
conservation technologies, rational land‑use practices, and rehabilitation of disturbed areas. In this way, soil 
erosion control becomes an essential tool for land‑resource management and for reducing environmental risks.

To study erosive processes effectively, it is important to build monitoring systems capable of processing 
large volumes of data, to establish a unified scientific‑information space, and to develop geographic information 
systems (GIS) as a universal tool for this purpose [Baigazakova et al., 2025]. Қашықтықтан зондтау дерек-
тері мен ГАЖ технологиялары топырақ эрозиясын зерттеуде бірқатар артықшылықтарға ие. Бірінші-
ден, олар кең аумақтарды қамтитын бірыңғай деректер жиынтығын береді, бұл аймақтық және ұлттық 
деңгейде салыстырмалы талдау жүргізуге мүмкіндік береді. Екіншіден, көпжылдық спутниктік уақыт-
тық қатарлар арқылы эрозиялық процестердің динамикасын, өсімдік жамылғысының өзгеруін және 
жер пайдалану құрылымындағы трансформацияларды бақылауға болады. 

Remote sensing data and GIS technologies provide several advantages for soil erosion research. First, 
they offer a consistent data set covering large territories, which enables comparative analysis at regional and 
national scales. Second, multi‑year satellite time series make it possible to monitor the dynamics of erosion 
processes, changes in vegetation cover, and transformations in land‑use structure.

In recent years, digital soil mapping and digital elevation models (DEM) have been increasingly used 
to generate erosion‑risk maps. Compared with traditional cartographic methods, this approach allows physical 
soil properties, climatic parameters, vegetation cover, and topographic features to be integrated within a single 
model. As a result, a predicted soil‑loss value can be obtained for each pixel, and the erosive potential of the 
land surface can be described in detail in spatial terms. Based on such models, average erosion levels can be 
calculated for administrative units, catchment basins, or land‑use categories, providing aggregated indicators 
needed for management decisions.

One of the most effective tools for modelling and quantifying soil erosion is the Revised Universal 
Soil Loss Equation (RUSLE) model, which integrates remote sensing data and GIS [X. Gao et al., 2024; 
Philippe & Benahmed, 2025; Yin et al., 2025]Northwest Guizhou, as the study area. To quantitatively analyze 
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the human and natural impacts on soil erosion in this area, this paper evaluated the anthropogenic and natural 
soil erosion based on the Revised Universal Soil Loss Equation (RUSLE RUSLE is widely applied because 
it accounts for multiple factors controlling erosion processes, including the rainfall erosivity factor, soil 
erodibility factor, slope length factor, slope steepness factor, and conservation practice factor [FAO, 2018]. 
This model is extensively used in climate change studies [Gezici et al., 2025; Kaliyeva et al., 2025; Liu et 
al., 2024; Tullu, 2024; Weng et al., 2023]. Although RUSLE has been widely used to assess soil erosion, its 
integration with analyses of heavy metal spatial distribution remains limited, underscoring the need to better 
understand the role of erosionrelated factors in metal redistribution [Xia et al., 2025; Xu et al., 2024]. Many 
studies focus on heavy‑metal transport and distribution within catchments [Rendana et al., 2022; Zhang et al., 
2021] or on the movement of potentially toxic elements driven by soil erosion estimated using RUSLE [Gao 
et al., 2021]. 

Increasing erosion rates are not confined to physical soil loss alone. Thinning of the humus layer, 
breakdown of soil structure, and reductions in cationexchange capacity and waterholding ability directly affect 
crop productivity, the recovery potential of vegetation cover, and overall ecosystem functioning. In arable, 
pasture, and forestshrub areas around Oskemen, eroded soils have reduced infiltration capacity, hindering 
efficient use of water resources during spring and autumn runoff periods.

At the same time, engineering infrastructure within the city and its surroundings is also affected by 
erosion processes. On steep slopes, problems such as undercutting of road subgrades, infilling of drainage 
structures (ditches, channels, culverts) with sediments, and decreasing stability of utility networks may arise. 
If these processes are not controlled in time, repair costs increase and the reliability of transport and utility 
systems declines. Consequently, soil erosion should not be viewed solely as an agroecological problem, but 
also in terms of urban infrastructure safety and economic losses.

Materials and Methods.
The study area is located within the city of Oskemen in East Kazakhstan Region. The total area of the 

city is 592 km². According to data from Kazakhstan’s National Hydrometeorological Service “Kazhydromet” 
[https://www.kazhydromet.kz/], the long‑term mean annual precipitation in the region is approximately 239 
mm.

First, a digital elevation model (DEM) of the study area was obtained from the Copernicus Data Space 
Ecosystem (https://browser.dataspace.copernicus.eu). The GLO‑30 global DEM product (spatial resolution 30 
m) derived from Copernicus elevation data was used to describe topographic variability in the study area. In
addition, soil property data were taken from the SoilGrids 2.0 global soil information system (https://soilgrids.
org), which provides standardized soil property maps at 250 m resolution. This dataset is generated from
large‑scale soil observations worldwide using machine‑learning models.

Monthly precipitation data were obtained from the Climate Data Store (https://cds.climate.copernicus.
eu) with a spatial resolution of 31 km. NDVI was extracted from composite products provided by the United 
States Geological Survey (USGS).

The analysis comprised several steps. First, precipitation data from the ERA5 reanalysis dataset were 
used to calculate the rainfall erosivity (R) factor based on the Modified Fournier Index (MFI). Second, soil 
properties including sand, silt and clay fractions and organic carbon content were extracted from SoilGrids 
2.0 and used to compute the soil erodibility (K) factor. Third, topographic factors were derived from a DEM 
obtained from Sentinel‑1 data. Flow direction, flow accumulation, and slope angle were calculated from the 
DEM and used to determine the slope length and steepness (LS) factor and to assign the support practice (P) 
factor according to slope classes. Finally, vegetation cover was assessed using NDVI from the USGS eVIIRS 
NDVI Global dataset, and NDVI values for 2014 and 2024 were used to compute the cover management (C) 
factor.

The data sources and spatial resolutions applied in this study also impose certain limitations on the 
interpretation of model results. While global products such as ERA5, SoilGrids, and GLO‑30 DEM provide 
sufficient accuracy at regional scale, they may not fully capture fine‑scale morphological features and small 
variations in soil properties at local scale. Therefore, soil‑loss values derived from the RUSLE model were 
treated as relative and indicative, and additional local field measurements may be required for detailed 
assessment of specific sites.

Moreover, modelling in urban and industrial areas needs to account for both “natural” surfaces and 
anthropogenic structures. For pixels corresponding to hard surfaces (roads, industrial platforms), care must be 
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taken when interpreting erosion factors, since classical soil loss is not the main process there; instead, patterns 
of flow diversion and sediment deposition become more important. Consequently, in this study urban and 
natural/agricultural surfaces were reclassified, and appropriate C and P factors were assigned to each category.

The outputs of the RUSLE model were then used in subsequent spatial analyses, in particular for 
mapping areas most susceptible to erosion and comparing them with spatial distribution maps of heavy metals. 
This approach allows potential linkages between soil erosion and pollutant migration to be identified. Thus, 
the data and methods described in the “Study area and methods” section form the basis for the spatial‑temporal 
analysis presented in later sections and define both the scope and limitations of the model.

All spatial processing and raster calculations were performed using QGIS. Soil erosion was estimated 
using the Revised Universal Soil Loss Equation (RUSLE) [Renard & Freimund, 1994]:

(1)

where is the mean annual soil loss (t/ha·year⁻¹), is the rainfall erosivity factor (MJ·mm·ha⁻¹·h⁻¹·year⁻¹), 
is the soil erodibility factor (t·ha·h·MJ⁻¹·mm⁻¹), LSis the topographic factor (slope length and steepness), Cis 
the cover management factor, and is the support practice factor represented here as a proxy based on slope 
class.

Raster layers representing soil erosion for 2014 and 2024 were analysed in QGIS. Each raster pixel 
corresponded to a spatial resolution of 300 m (90 000 m² per pixel). Joint analysis of the R, K, LS, C, and P 
factors allows the spatial pattern of soil erosion to be understood in greater depth. Considered individually, 
these factors reveal only certain tendencies, whereas their combination highlights the specific locations where 
conditions favour increased soil loss. For example, areas with high R but moderate LS and relatively low K 
may experience only moderate erosion, while at the same R level, high LS and high K can lead to soilloss rates 
several times greater. Therefore, assessment of erosion risk must account for the integrated effect of all factors 
rather than any single factor alone.

In our case, elevated R values combined with high LS in the southern foothill zones indicate that 
these areas require particular attention. If these zones also show high C values (i.e., insufficient or degraded 
vegetation cover) and P factors in the range 0.7–0.9, the resulting A values (t/ha·year⁻¹) in the RUSLE equation 
logically fall into the highest classes. These conclusions are not only model outputs but also important 
for practical planning: sites with this combination of factors should be prioritized for soil protection and 
reclamation measures.

Soil‑loss values were grouped into five classes: 0–75, 75–150, 150–225, 225–300, and >300 t/ha·year⁻¹. 
Although the RUSLE model is empirical, its simple structure and clear physical meaning of each factor 
facilitate adaptation to different regions. Nevertheless, its limitations must be acknowledged: the model was 
originally developed for croplands and open slopes, and applying it in urban and complex multi‑component 
landscapes requires additional adjustments. For instance, hard surfaces (asphalt, concrete), technogenic dumps, 
and engineering structures do not fit directly into the classical RUSLE scheme but can significantly influence 
actual erosion behaviour in urban environments. Therefore, when using RUSLE in city settings, slope classes, 
cover types, and land‑use categories must be carefully reclassified.

At the same time, separate analysis of individual factors (R, K, LS, C, P) helps interpret model results 
in ecological and management terms. High R values point to intense, high‑energy rainfall and a climate prone 
to water erosion; high K values reflect weak soil structure and sensitivity to mechanical disturbance; high LS 
values are typical of slopes with steep gradients and concentrated flow. The C factor describes the protective 
role of vegetation cover, evaluated via NDVI, while the P factor represents land‑use practices that either 
mitigate or enhance erosion. By integrating these factors, RUSLE not only estimates overall erosion intensity 
but also reveals which factors dominate in each area. Such information is crucial for planning land‑use policy, 
agronomic measures, and engineering protection structures.

The data and methods used in this study have inherent limitations that must be considered when 
interpreting the results. First, K and some other factors are derived from global models such as SoilGrids 
rather than direct field measurements, and therefore carry a degree of uncertainty. Second, RUSLE is primarily 
designed for agricultural and tilled lands; for urban and industrial landscapes, model parameters need to be 
carefully adapted. Third, due to limited information on actual conservation practices, the P factor was used 
as a proxy based on slope classes, which may not fully reflect the true impact of soil‑protection measures in 
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some locations.
Despite these constraints, the results are sufficiently robust for assessing erosion processes and 

identifying high‑risk areas at regional scale. They can be regarded as a baseline spatial dataset for future field 
investigations and for the development of higher‑precision models.

Results and discussion.
In this study, the soil erodibility factor (K) ranged from 0 t/ha·GJ/MJ·mm to 0.5 t/ha·GJ/MJ·mm, with a 

mean value of 0.36 t/ha·GJ/MJ·mm. The spatial variability of the K factor reflects differences in soil structural 
fractions and organic carbon content derived from the SoilGrids dataset, which represents modelled, rather 
than locally measured, soil properties. Low K values indicate soils that are relatively less prone to erosion 
according to the model, whereas high values point to areas where soil particles are more easily detached and 
transported by runoff.

The mountainous relief and river system in the southern part of the city are characterized by sandstones 
and limestones, indicating the presence of carbonate parent materials in this area [Chlachula, 2020]. Such 
geological conditions influence soil texture, hydraulic properties, and structural stability, and thus control 
susceptibility to erosion. In zones dominated by carbonate rocks, soils may sometimes exhibit well‑aggregated 
structure and certain resistance to water erosion, while in other cases they may be highly friable and prone to 
mass wasting. Therefore, when interpreting the spatial pattern of the K factor, it is important to consider not 
only textural composition but also the underlying lithology.

The slope length and steepness factor (LS) varied between 0 and 8.5. Its spatial distribution shows 
that, in most of the study area, the topographic contribution to erosion is relatively low. Approximately 85 
% of the area has LS values below 1, and 14 % falls within the 1–3 class. High LS values are rare: only 1.1 
% of the area shows LS between 3 and 5, and just 0.01 % exceeds 5. These elevated LS values are mainly 
concentrated in the southern mountainous part of Ust‑Kamenogorsk, indicating steep slopes and substantial 
flow accumulation in that sector.

This LS pattern directly affects soil‑loss rates, because increasing slope length and steepness enhances 
gravitational forces and the energy of surface runoff. As a result, in areas with high LS values, water flow more 
readily detaches soil particles and promotes the formation of gullies, rills, and erosion networks. Conversely, 
in zones with low LS, runoff energy is insufficient to cause significant soil loss. These findings suggest that 
erosion control measures—especially engineering and agronomic interventions—should be prioritized on 
sites with high LS values.

The proxy factor for slope class (P) ranged from 0 to 0.9, with relatively high values recorded across 
much of the study area. In the absence of direct information on soil conservation practices, the P factor was 
derived as a proxy from slope classes. Thus, in this study, high P values primarily reflect steep slopes in 
the adopted classification scheme and do not provide direct evidence of the presence or absence of specific 
conservation measures. Nevertheless, this use of P is sufficient for estimating potential soil‑loss levels, and the 
factor can be refined if detailed data on agronomic or engineering practices become available.

The spatial pattern of P shows that areas with steep slope gradients are also zones of elevated potential 
erosion risk. If no measures such as terracing, contour ploughing, shelterbelts, or other protective interventions 
are implemented in these locations, the combined effect of high LS and P will substantially increase soil‑loss 
values in the RUSLE model. Therefore, future land‑use planning efforts should pay special attention to sectors 
where both P and LS are high.

Rainfall erosivity (R) values in 2024 covered a wider range than in 2014: from 1714–2808 they 
expanded to 1649–3842, while mean values remained similar (2404 and 2398, respectively). In 2014, higher 
R values were concentrated mainly in the northern and northeastern parts of the study polygon, whereas in 
2024 they became more pronounced in the eastern and northeastern sectors (Figure 1). This shift suggests a 
spatial redistribution of rainfall patterns and possibly certain changes in the regional climatic regime.

The expansion of high R values introduces additional erosion risk, as greater rainfall energy and 
frequency intensify water‑erosion processes. Short, intense storms are particularly critical, because they can 
exert strong erosive forces on the soil surface and trigger gully and incision formation. In this context, it is 
essential to analyse spatial changes in the R factor together with LS and K, since not only areas with high 
rainfall intensity but also locations with weak soils and steep slopes belong to the most vulnerable zones.
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Fig.1. Rainfall erosivity factor (R) based on ERA5 for 2014 (a) and 2024 (b).

C values ranged from 0.3 to 0.65 and showed notable spatial variability across the study area. In 
contrast, the 2024 map revealed a clear shift towards higher C‑factor values, and values below 0.3 were not 
displayed because their areal extent was negligible.

In 2014, the C factor was predominantly in the medium range (0.3–0.5), accounting for 82 % of the 
study area, while high values (0.5–0.65) covered 17 % and low values (<0.3) only 0.6 %. Conversely, in 2024 
the spatial distribution shifted markedly towards higher C‑factor values: 95 % of the area fell within 0.5–0.65, 
medium values decreased to 5 %, and low values almost disappeared (0.03 %).

In 2024, high C‑factor values dominated most of the study area, indicating an overall increase compared 
with 2014, when medium values were widespread. The rise in the C factor may be linked to changes in 
vegetation cover characteristics, intensification of land use, or differences in the input data used to compute 
NDVI.

In classical interpretation, high C‑factor values indicate a reduced protective role of vegetation cover, 
meaning that the soil surface is more exposed and less shielded. Under such conditions, rainfall and runoff 
can more easily detach and transport soil particles. If cropping or grazing pressure has increased in the study 
area, changes in the C factor may serve as an indicator of this anthropogenic influence. Therefore, comparing 
the C‑factor map with land‑cover and NDVI maps can help identify processes associated with vegetation 
degradation.

The spatial distribution of soil loss in both study years showed a clear predominance of low erosion 
rates (Figure 2, Table 1). In 2014, most of the area (68 %) was characterized by very low soil loss (0–75), while 
intermediate erosion classes (75–150) accounted for 19 %. High erosion rates (≥150) were limited, covering 
roughly 13 % of the total area.

A similar pattern was observed in 2024: low erosion (0–75) still predominated (64 %). However, a 
noticeable shift towards higher erosion classes was detected. The proportion of areas with soil loss ≥150 
increased from 13 % in 2014 to 18 % in 2024, with the most pronounced change in the highest category (≥300), 
which more than doubled from 3 % to 7 %. These changes indicate that, although the overall background level 
of erosion remains relatively low, soil loss is intensifying at specific sites within the study area.

Fig. 2. Soil loss (a) for 2024 (a) and 2014 (b) according to the RUSLE model
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Table 1. Proportional distribution of soil loss categories within the territory of Oskemen city 

Soil loss, t·ha⁻¹·year⁻¹ Erosion level 2014, % 2024, %
0–75 Very low 68 64
75–150 Moderate 19 18
≥150 High and very high 13 18
≥300 Very high 3 7

Conclusion.
Overall, the results indicate that erosion intensity increased between 2014 and 2024, even though 

low‑erosion classes still dominate. This trend is reflected in the expansion of high soil‑loss categories and 
shows that relief‑driven processes are playing a growing role in erosion‑prone areas.

Soil erosion modelling based on the RUSLE approach demonstrated that low erosion rates prevail in 
the study area; however, the proportion of zones with high soil loss (≥150 t·ha⁻¹·year⁻¹) rose from 13 % in 
2014 to 18 % in 2024, and the highest class (≥300 t·ha⁻¹·year⁻¹) increased from 3 % to 7%. This shift points to 
a gradual intensification of erosion. The analysis revealed that, although areas with low and moderate erosion 
remain predominant, sites with high and very high erosion risk are clearly present, especially on steep slopes 
where soil washout becomes more intense and erosive processes are highly active.

Comparison of 2014 and 2024 data shows an increase in the share of high‑intensity erosion zones. 
These changes may be explained by climatic factors, shifts in rainfall regimes, and the combined influence 
of land cover change and anthropogenic pressure. The findings suggest that the risk of soil degradation in the 
study area has persisted over the last decade and has intensified at specific locations.

The expansion of erosion‑prone areas affects the stability of agricultural production and the 
socio‑economic conditions of local communities. Soil loss reduces the fertility of arable land and increases 
farmers’ costs, forcing them to invest more in fertilizers, agronomic measures, and soil restoration. Declining 
productivity can lead to lower income in rural regions and may intensify migration processes.

Around Oskemen, where household plots, small farms, and partially irrigated systems operate, soil 
erosion must be regarded as a key factor when assessing their long‑term economic sustainability. If preventive 
measures are not implemented in the most erosion‑susceptible sites, a cycle of losses in the agricultural sector 
may intensify, and in the long run the quality of land resources may decline irreversibly.

The results obtained can be used to identify erosion‑prone areas, plan soil‑conservation measures, and 
support rational land‑resource management. They also provide a scientific basis for future research on soil 
erosion assessment and prediction within the Oskemen urban area.

In future work, this approach can be extended by comparing time series (for example, at 3–5‑year 
intervals), incorporating additional climatic scenarios, and explicitly accounting for land‑use changes to 
explore the long‑term dynamics of soil erosion in more detail. Furthermore, integrating RUSLE outputs with 
spatial distribution maps of heavy metals will enable a comprehensive evaluation of the combined risks of soil 
degradation and chemical contamination in industrial regions such as Oskemen.
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